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Share: Youth Summer Camp
By Layne Wakuta

An epic love story which spans the ages from eternity
past to eternity future — a perfect world devastated
by the ultimate Evil; a mighty Hero who overcomes
seemingly insurmountable odds to save the day; a
ragtag band of rebels united by the Hero to restore a
damaged and corrupted civilization. Are these the
synopses of the latest summer blockbusters currently
playing at a movie theater near you?  They could be,
but they are actually plot-points of one story which
should be very familiar to those of us who follow
Jesus Christ. These are all major points of the
Gospel story, the story of God’s everlasting and
unconditional love for us all, and the great lengths to
which He went to demonstrate this love.

“Share” was the theme of our recent Youth Summer
Camp which was held August 2-7 at Oak Glen Christian
Conference Center in Yucaipa. Sixty-seven middle and
high school students as well as 23 cabin leaders and
staff joined us for a week of understanding the Gospel
story and getting motivated to share it with our world.
Our speaker for the week was Pastor DJ Jansson who is
currently planting Imago Dei Church in Downey. DJ used
examples from the early church in the Book of Acts as
well as his own life testimony to encourage and
empower us to share the Good News of Jesus Christ in
our schools, families, and neighborhoods. “The church
is a family, formed by the Gospel and who is on
mission with God,” DJ shared during one of his
powerful messages.

Two students who took the Gospel story to heart were
Karina Salgado (12th grade) and Ayu Katsumura (10th

grade) who both made first-time commitments to
accept Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior of their lives!
“The most important thing God taught me this week
was throughout all my struggles, He never left my
side,” commented Karina. “I love Jesus and I love my
new family!” Ayu shared as she reflected on her week
at camp.

Other students were convicted to take action and share
the Gospel story with others as they headed back
home. “I realized the importance of knowing the Gospel
and the depth of the word to prepare and share with
others,” stated Sophie Abe (9th grade). Kent Hirano
(12th grade) felt challenged to take action now for the
Gospel rather than later on in his life. “God is calling me
to do something for Him now. Not after high school or
when I go to college, but right now,” he reflected, “and I'm going to respond.”

It is comments like these which show how powerfully God was speaking to the hearts of
our youth during the week. The words Jesus spoke to the Apostle Paul at his dramatic
conversion on the Road to Damascus definitely hold true for us today just as much as
they did back then: “I am sending you to them to open their eyes and turn them from
darkness to light, and from the power of Satan to God, so that they may receive
forgiveness of sins and a place among those who are sanctified by faith in me.” (Acts
26:17-18). It is with these words the GVBC Youth Ministry will boldly go forth with one
purpose in mind and that is to SHARE.

(L) Layne Wakuta with Crista &
Daniel Jansson and little Chloe
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AUGUST BOARD REPORT
BY JIM KAWASHIMA

Hope all is well with everyone.

Your board met on Tuesday, August 4 and began with prayer and a devotional, focusing first
on our Father up above.

The minutes from the Tuesday, July 7 Board meeting were reviewed, corrected, and approved.

Our treasurer, Wes Harada, presented our June 2015 financial statement which was approved by the
Board. The report indicated a net loss in the General Fund of $181 for the month of June; however, the
year-to-date remained positive at $29,164. Our income is currently 2.5% over the same period last
year. Nehemiah 5 remains strong with $196,033 in June and $43,159 in July. Nehemiah 4
contributions totaled $1,750. Praise God!

Your Board approved $750 scholarships for three deserving college students, Lauren Cheng,
Christopher Michael Hill and Wesley Shiozaki. We also approved scholarships for two seminarians,
Michelle Law and Diane Ujiiye. Congratulations to all recipients!

Your Board approved the renewal of Brian Lo's expiring license for Christian ministry for an additional
six months in order to fully complete his ordination process.

We discussed a situation where one of our staff members was potentially implying GVBC’s
endorsement of an organization through social media. The situation was resolved, but we need to be
vigilant in our association with individuals or groups of controversy so as not to be misrepresented.
However, it is also important that we do not remove ourselves from the "world" and always remember
we are disciples of Jesus because "God so loved the world . . . " — John 3:16. Jesus spent time with
those whom the Pharisees disregarded and would not associate with. It is our obligation to help spread
the truth [see Pastor Steve’s article in the August 5, 2015 Spirit, Issue 14, page 1].

Until next month, continue to receive God's blessing.
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The Women's Praise and Worship Night is a special evening with the theme of

“Amazing God.”

Women’s worship teams will lead us in songs and scripture which proclaim the amazing attributes of
our Heavenly Father. Edna Uratsu will give a short devotional. We will also be reciting scriptures and
conclude our evening with a time of prayer.

Refreshments and fellowship will follow in the courtyard.

There will be no charge for this event. Instead, we are asking for donations of finger foods for our
refreshment table.

Register in the Courtyard after the first worship service and in the Community Hall after the second
service.

We look forward to seeing you at our first Women's Community Praise and Worship Night. KidZone
moms are welcome after dropping off their kids.

Don’t forget to bring a friend!
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We are collecting during the months of August through December.

Please leave your donated items in the brown box in the Narthex. A flyer with the complete list
of most needed items is available on the Narthex counter.

Please watch expiration dates on food items.

We also accept checks (make payable to GVBC with Food Pantry on the memo line), cash or
give online.

Suggested Non-perishable pantry Items:

 Priority 1: Canned beef, canned chicken, Spam, Vienna Sausage, canned tuna.

 Priority 2: Boxed macaroni & cheese, Rice-a-Roni, rice – long grain, pancake mix, dry pasta,
bag of beans (pinto & kidney), crackers, corn muffin mix, cereal (boxed), oatmeal (instant).

 Priority 3: Canned spaghetti & meatballs, Ravioli, corned beef hash, chili, canned soups – all
kinds, beef stew, canned spaghetti sauce/meat, Beanie Weenie.

 Priority 4: Peanut butter, jelly or jam

 Toiletries: Deodorant, bath soap, toothpaste, tooth brushes.

GARDENA EMERGENCY FOOD PANTRY
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OUR MISSION FIELD
THEREFORE, GO AND MAKE DISCIPLES OF ALL NATIONS.
— MATTHEWS 28:19

OASIS CHAPEL RIFU, JAPAN SHORT-TERM

MISSION TEAM

Thank you GVBC for your support of our Japan Mission Team
this year!  Your prayers, encouragement, and even food were a
real blessing to us and we were overwhelmed with love
throughout our time in Japan.

While we’re able to participate in ministries like Oasis Chapel's
youth and kids’ camp, I feel our
main purpose — to encourage
GVBC returnees and the members
of Oasis Chapel — was a huge
success. It's not something that can
be measured by how many people
were reached or buildings
constructed, but in people
encouraged and relationships
strengthened.

Being a Christian is very difficult in
Japan and having people come and
visit simply to bless and encourage
is a rarity. Time and time again we
were told how much it meant to
the people we met both in Rifu
and in Tokyo as well. One of the
staff members at Oasis Chapel,
Ryota-san, even wrote a letter saying as much.

We hope to share more with you about our trip and invite you to
continue in prayer for Oasis Chapel, our GVBC returnees to
Japan, and for the Japanese people themselves. We plan to
share briefly during Mission Sunday on September 6,
during both English worship services. We’ll also share at
length during the monthly Bilingual Service on Saturday,
September 12 at 7:00p.m. in the sanctuary. Everyone
welcome to come.

Thank you again for all your support to make this year's
trip a huge success!

Tommy Park on behalf of the 2015 Japan Team

Hanging out in Tokyo

Youth Camp on August 4

Tommy Park and Oasis staff
member, Ryota-san

Oasis freight train!

Kate Bun, Tommy Morse,
and Anna Osato with
Oasis Chapel member
Saki Tanno
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FAMILY NEWS
A NEW COMMAND I GIVE YOU: LOVE ONE ANOTHER . . . — JOHN 13:34

OUR PRAYERS AND CONDOLENCE GO OUT TO
Wesley & Natalie Harada and family in the passing of Natalie’s father, Noboru
Kimura, who passed away on Tuesday, July 28. The funeral service was held on
Friday, August 14 at Rice Mortuary. Pastor Daniel Matsuda officiated.

Kay Kitsuta and family in the passing of his beloved wife, Ruby Kitsuta. The
funeral service was held at Westminster Memorial Park on Monday, August 17.
Pastor Eiji Osato officiated with the help of Pastor Bunso Otani, former Nichigo
pastor.

LETTERS FROM OUR GVBC FAMILY
Dear Pastor Steve & GVBC Family, On behalf of the Mukaihata family, we thank
you for the beautiful orchid plant. It is a great way to honor the memory of our
sister: Aunt Ida Nagai. She went peacefully, knowing she was going to meet our
Lord.

Thanks GVBC family for
welcoming us back at LAX

Japan Team debriefing. Tommy Park, Kate Bun,
Minako Fujimoto, Emi Osato, Tommy Morse, Erin
Kawaye (a friend of the team), and Anna Osato.

Kids’ Camp
from August 5
to 7



FYI  EVENTS CALENDAR

MEN’S BREAKFAST

Saturday, August 22, 8:00 — 10:00 a.m., Room 113
(adjacent to the kitchen). All men welcome to join us for a
delicious breakfast and video series called “God at War”
from the same producers of “Not a Fan.” Sign up in the
Courtyard after the worship services or call the church
office. The next Men’s Breakfast will be on September 26.

WOMEN’S NIGHT OF PRAISE & WORSHIP

Friday, August 28, 7:00 p.m. [see article on page 3].

~ UPCOMING EVENTS ~

TEACHER — LEADER DEDICATION

Sunday, September 13

LABOR DAY — OFFICE CLOSED

Monday, September 7

WORKDAY

Saturday, September 12, starting at 8 AM. “Wake-up”
coffee & donuts provided, as well as a delicious lunch. No
experience needed. All are invited to come join the crew
in cleaning and maintaining GVBC!

BILINGUAL SERVICE

Saturday, September 12, 7:00 p.m., Sanctuary.
Refreshments served in Room 201 after the service.
Everyone welcome. For more info contact Pastor Eiji
Osato, ext. 676, eiji@gvbc.net.

KEEP GARDENA BEAUTIFUL

Saturday, September 19, meet at GVBC at 7:45 a.m. for
prayer. Please join GVBC as we partner with the City of
Gardena to Keep Gardena Beautiful. Please signup to
volunteer to pick up trash, paint and pull some weeds.
Sign up on or before Sunday, August 23 to receive a T-
shirt. You may sign up after August 23, but you may not
receive a t-shirt. A nice lunch will be served at Mas Fukai
Park at noon. You can pick up and fill out the form on the
Narthex information counter and place it in the offering or
turn it into the GVBC office.

MEN’S RETREAT

Saturday, October 3 to Sunday, October 4, Victory Ranch.
Save the date.

OFFICE CLOSED

Monday, October 12 Columbus Day

HARVEST FESTIVAL

Saturday, October 31. Room setup will be on Thursday,
October 29, starting at 2:00 p.m. and erector setup on
Friday, October 30.

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS ENDS

Sunday, November 1. Fall BACK one hour.

ANNUAL ELECTION MEETING

Sunday, November 8, 12:30 p.m., Bento lunch or bring
your own. Signups and more info to follow.

2015 WOMEN’S WEEKEND

November 6 & 7. Special speaker is Ellen Hong. Friday
night 7:00 — 8:00 p.m. will be a wonderful night of
worship. From 8:00 — 9:00 p.m. there will be
refreshments in Room 201 and the Courtyard. On
Saturday from 9:00 a.m. to   4:30 p.m. we will hear two
messages from Ellen Hong, join in with discussion groups,
enjoy a delicious lunch, and participate in afternoon
activity which will be a mission project. We’ll end the
weekend with the Women’s Worship Team. Our director is
Chris Umetsu.

VETERAN’S DAY — OFFICE WILL BE OPEN

Wednesday, November 11

THANKSGIVING SUNDAY SERVICES

November 22, both worship services in the Community
Hall.

THANKSGIVING — OFFICE CLOSED

Thursday, November 26 and Friday, November 27

WORK DAY — CHRISTMAS DECORATING

Saturday, November 28
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NEXT SPIRIT ISSUE
Available online Wednesday, September 2 at www.gvbc.net “Our Newsletter.” Hard copies available in
the Narthex and the back of the Community Hall. All articles should be submitted by Sunday, August 30

Announcements

FOR SALE BY GVBC:  PROPERTY AT GREEN HILLS
GVBC owns six individual adjacent cemetery plots located at Green Hills Memorial
Park’s Sunset Terrace.

The Board of Deacons has decided to make them available to the congregation for
purchase for $5,000 each.

If you are interested, please call Peggy at the church office, extension 675 or email
her at peggy@gvbc.net and she will refer you to our contact at Green Hills.
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GVBC Staff

STEVE LANGLEY Senior Pastor ext. 0

DANIEL MATSUDA Associate Pastor, Youth ext. 681

EIJI OSATO Associate Pastor, Nichigo ext. 676

JAMES CHANG Assistant Pastor, Neighborhood ext. 679

ANNETTE KAKIMOTO Assistant Pastor, Leadership Dev. ext. 680

CHRIS KOGA Assistant Pastor, Young Adult
BRAD TOY Director of College
LAYNE WAKUTA Pastoral Intern, Middle School ext. 684

SUSAN WAKUTA Elementary Children’s Director ext. 689

TAMMY HERNANDEZ Early Childhood Coordinator
EMILY NOGUCHI Nursery Coordinator
LEE MATSUMAMI Worship Music & Arts Coordinator
NAOTO FUNADA Nichigo Worship Coordinator
WENDY NAKANO Office Manager ext. 672

PEGGY KUSHIGEMACHI Financial Assistant ext. 675

JAN MAGNANI Secretary ext. 671

REI ABE Nichigo Secretary ext. 677

SANDY TSUKAMOTO Christian Education Secretary ext. 678

SUSIE SHELLEY Newsletter Editor ext. 673

SOCORRO “COCO” KAGAWA Maintenance Assistant
GERALD MAYEWAKI Facilities Assistant
JAI PHETSOMPHOU Maintenance Assistant
ROBERT KATO Sunday Services Assistant
EDMOND AVIADO Sunday Services Assistant

English Worship Services: 8:45 a.m. & 10:45 a.m.
Children’s Sunday School concurrent

Japanese Worship Service: 10:45 a.m.
Children’s Sunday School at 9:30 a.m., Room 206

SUNDAY, AUGUST 23
Grace So Glorious:  Nicodemus ~ John 3

SUNDAY, AUGUST 30
BAPTISMS & PROMOTION SUNDAY
Pastor James Chang
Grace So Glorious:  Nations ~ Acts 15:9-11

SEPTEMBER 6/COMMUNION

TEACHER-LEADER DEDICATION
Mission Sunday

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 13
Pastor Steve Langley
Advent Conspiracy

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 20
Youth Sunday

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 27
Pastor Steve Langley
Fall Series: The Gospel


